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proper geometrical dimensions, increase in this process of
expansion. Two billion years from now, all the stellar
islands will have about their present size, but they will be
twice as far from one another. On the other hand, accord-
ing to these estimates, 2 billion years ago the distances
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between the stellar islands must have been so small that
the nebula constituted a practically undifferentiated col-
lection of stars uniformly distributed throughout the uni-
verse (Figure 60).

We see, then, that the process in which the separate
galaxies are formed is somewhat analogous to the process
that has led to the formation of individual stars, but with
the difference that, whereas the stars were formed from or-
dinary gas consisting of molecules, the formation of galaxies